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DEVIATIONS IN STALINIST PRACTICE FROM MARXIST DOCTRINE

Karl Marx and the Soviet Union

Within the Soviet bloc, Karl Marx is revered as the guiding spirit.
The_spventieth snniversary of his death; occurring this year, will be ob-
served throughout the Soviet orbit, Under the banner of Marxism, s uniform
philosophy'of 1life is taught to the inhabitants of one=sixth of the sur-
face of the earth and his sayings and slogans are quoted again and again,
But. nothing is more remote from his spirit, from what he really taught
and strove for, than what is now preached in his name within the Soviet
orbit, What wears there the mask of his ideals, is in truth the antithesis
of Marx. It is the very embodiment of what he fﬁught against all his life,
and, were he now living, of what he would combat as ardently as he denounced

oppression and exploitation in his day.

I, Instead of Marxism - Relapse into Utopianism

Karl Marx is considered the ‘conqueror of utopianism, He taught that
a1l socialism before him —- the socialism of St, Simon, Fourier, Owen,
Blane, Proudhon, Blanqui -- consisted in attempting to bring about a
rationally conceived ideal, regardless of whether the preconditions for
its fulfillment were given. This "utopian socialism" could never succeed.
A11 attempts for its realization must necessarily degenerate into senseless
violence and result in the reappearance of still another class soelety. Ac-
cording to Marx, soclalism can be achieved only if previously "preformed in
the womb" of the old society, that is, within a highly developed industrial,
capitalistic economy, It was, therefore, the task of gocialists or commu~
nists (he used the terms with the same meaning at different times) to spsed
up that process as soon as the productive forces of the economy had been
sufficiently developed, But only then, "Even when society has discovered
the natural laws of its devei_}pment," he says, "it never can skip the phases,
nor abolish them by decree," |

Russia was a most backward country, not ripe for a socialist revolution.
Nobody knew that better than lenin, By coup d'etat he overthrew the Provis—
Songl, ARIZERF R PREREE PRI HSPES 5085 8R006200070005-3
1/ Marx, Karl Capital, p. VIII,
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had overthrown the half feudal regime of the Tsar., Lenin believed then that
his "putsch® would give the signal for s proletarisn revolution in the more
industrialized countries.é/ "If Germany wom't follow us, we are losty® he
said in 1918, The capture of two citles, by a resolute team of professional
revolutionaries and the help of an aroused soldiery, was presented to the
world as the historic proletarian revolution of Russia, The first legisla-
tive measures of the Bolshevik Government, as for instence the eight hour
working day, unemployment insurance, renunciation of colonial privileges,
were focused on intermational propaganda, When other countries did not fol-
low the Bolshewik lead, (because, as in Russia, prsconditions for revolution
were not yet ripe) there remainéd only one alternatives to strive for
"socialism in one country” and to choose the way of {orce. A centralized
bureaucracy, reviving in many respects, the traditions of Tsarist Russia's
despotie rule; was supposed to transform a country of primitive peasants
into the soeiety visuslized by Marx as the auiminatinn of a-1©ng.in4
dustrial development, It was in truth s repudiation of Marx, who had dis-
cussed and rejectsd pracisely that alternative., The classic personalties
in the higtory of socialism, representing this trend wsre Francoils Babosuf',
who lived during the Freunch Revolution (1760m1797), and Marx's contemporary,
Louis Auguste Blanqui (1805-1881), who had both advocated enforeing sociaslism
under temporary suspension of democratic rights, Marx sharply criticized
Blanquism, He denied that rule by a clique, which had seized power by
coup d'etat and "had arrogated to itself the role of leadership of the A
working eclass,” sculd ever achieve socialism, :

The Bolshevik Revolution was dirscted againat the young Russian demo-
eracy, which afforded ss much political liberty as any other country at
the time "not against Tsarism, the aristocracy, or the White Guardist

counterrevolution, but against the other socialist parties that had beem

mu-m-_u—_-mmmu==mn=;==am=nu=.=mn===mm=.=mwn-

2/ Marx, too, expected as much as that of a Russian revolution,

About him and his influence, see J, T, Talmon, Ihe Rise of Totsliterian
Democrazy, Boston, 1952,

Karl Marx, Civil War in France, 1876, Rosa Luxemburg had reproached Lenin
for relapsing into Blanquism as far back as 1904 (Die Neue Zeit, 1903-04).
Karl Keutsky, Social Democracy vs, Communism, New York, 1946, p. 65,
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Convocation of a Constitutional Assembly had been one of the Bolshsevik
demands. The Assembly convened in March 1918 and, when, contrary to Lenin's
expsctations it became evident that only a hopsless minority of the deputies
were Bolshevik, he had the Assembly dispersed by bayomets, This very act
was the signal for the Civil War which was started by the party of ths
Socialist-Revolutionaries, But for that, the generals, who subsequently
led the war, would never had found sufficient follwingoé/

The Communist Party as it was subsequently re-named in 1918, established
its rule over Russia by demagogiec prémises of immediate sxpropriation of lend
and a separate peace, and maintained 1t by using the Red Army and the Tcheka,
After the first attempts at sceislism had failed completely, (for which the
rather half-hearted foreign intervention was blamsd) Lemin partly reiunstated
a free market economy, (the New ﬁconomi@ Palicy, the NEP), And when later,
this poliey jeopardized the central control of the Soviet Government, Stalin
proceeded on what Marx had ealled the Jacobin way, He instituted forcad
industrialization and collectivization of agricilture, He enforced the policy
of accumulating capital by lowering living standards of laborers and psasants
to the very li;nit of endurance, Thus far, Comminist rule continued true to
its origin as a "Jacobin-Blanquist dictatership® which, with mailed fist, at-

tempted to put a utepian concept into practies,

II. Instead of Ma jority BRuls = Bureaucratic Autocracy
When Marx spsaks of dictatership of the proletariat, he means dictatm“g;

| ship of a majority, He regarded the Workers' Councils of the Paris Cc:umzmm:t
of 1871, as a new form of representative democrasy, In his pamphlé't,, State
and Revolution, which was published before thebc'ﬂ:ober Revolution, Lenin,
with Marx as authorily, recommended that the Soviets, ('Councils of Workers
and Peasant Deputies'), formed during the Revelution of 1905 and the
February Revolution of 1917, be representatives of the revolutionary classes,
excluding the old ruling classes, Yet Lenin did not abide by his slogan ”All
power to the Soviets®, when other socialist parties had a majority in many
of the Soviets, | ‘
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The election procedure was rigged in such a way that only candidates of the
Communist Party and ”partyiegs“ candidates, approved by the Party, couid ba
elected. The Soviets were divested of all executive power and ssrved mersly
as transmission belts for the Commmnis® Party, Hence, one can justly say
that the name "Soviet Union" is a misnomer, When, in World War II, the Red
Army established the so-called "Peoples’ Demoeracies?, the part played by
the Soviets in Russia was assignad to fraudulent coalition goverrments, domi-
nated by the loeal Communists, The Russian Communist Party im time lost its
chsracter of a party in the democratic sense, and was developed as a hierarchi-
cal power apparatus, By way of 1m "ealls®, it directs all state institutions,
mass orgenizations, trade unions, the allegedly self-governing unlon republics,
autonomous republics and oblasts. Tn a1l essential matters, the local anits,
established by the Soviet Comstitution, sre controlled by ths centralizsd
single par'tyol/

But things did not atop there. After the Soviets had bscome a front
for Party domination, the Communist Party itself was transformed intc & mers
instrument for domination by a ainglé 1eader and a few agsoclates, ILenin's
slogan, "democratic centralism®, which purports that there should be influ-
ence from the lowsr ranks upward and from the upper ranks downward, has coms
to mean mo mors thanm "All power to the Centrsl Commities®, The "Fuehrer
principle" relgns suprems, Whatever possibility for free disqussion mEy
have existed within the highsr schelons has vanished completsly., Formatiom
of factions within the Party is branded as & erims - "factiopalism®, The
Secret Police actunlly dominate the Party; its renk amd file have lost all
autonomy end initiative, Thers is only ome kind of squality lefts all
Party members are subject to the arbitrary will of the lsader, precisely
as in the days of Ivan the Terrible when the most exalted boyar and the
1<;wlieat gerf were equal befors the will of the Tsar, The most recent Party

Statute, adopted in November, 1952, fully reflscts ths rule of hierarchie

Article 126 of the Constitution of 1936 dsclares, "The Commmnist Party
is the guiding nuclsus of all organizations of the working peopls, both
public and state.”

= 4 e
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8/
discipline and the end of autonomous control.
To Marx, dictatorship of the proletariat never meant dictatorship of a

minority party, let alone of an uncontrollsd "Leader?,

III, Instead of the Witherinm State = the Tolalitarian State

Marx wanted soclety to replacs ths stale, The existing bureancracy, the .
standing army, the courts, the state police-—all had to disappear, since they
all had a vested interest in the ¢ld regims and were likely to sabotage the
new, The necsssary government functions should be psrformed in the interest
of society by i"r*éely slacted officials, replaceabls at any tims at the will
of the constituency, The standing army should bs supplanted by a militia
requiring short time service, and an ovganization nsar and friendly to the
people should replace the Stats P@li@é%g/ "The administration should b
centered at the lowest level, nearest to the massses, and should leave to

the central government only thoss matters which by thelr naturs are common

to the working paopi@ of the whols republiz." Murx advocated decentralized
gelf=government and visualized the svenbual disappearance of the stats as

en ingtrument of coerciom,

The Soviet Unlom went the other dirsetion, It creatsd the most perfect
tyranny that human history had ever kuown, the totalltarien state, surpassing
by far similar fascist f@rméti@m%ylﬁswr had wan bsen so subjugated to the
stata, involving svery sapset of his 1ifs, HNever had thers bsen & state which

80 oppressed all sponbtancous sssociations and loyaltles of men, which not only
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8/ See Philip E, Mosely, The 19th Party Cemgress, inm Forsiem Affairs, Decem=
ber 1952, The Control Commititse of the Party, which up to 1934 sxerted
exclugive control over the membership, lost its imfluencs to the Secret
Police, .

9/ "liberty comsists in transformation of the state from an organ that domi-
nates sociaty intc an orgsn subordinsted to soclety.” (Lettsr of Marx to
a member of the Executive Committss of the German Soclal-Demceratic Party,
1875), Engels called the democratic republic "the specific form of the
dictatorship of the proletariat®, (Dis Neue Zeit., v, 21, 1891)

19/ Karl Marx, Civil War in France, 1876,

1Y/ %, ., . the most vigorcus and the mightiest powsr of all state powers
that have hitherto existed.® Stalin's Sddress to the 18th Perty Congregs
in 1939,

w5 =
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required passive obediencs, as did the old typs despotisms, but also demanded
unceasing active identification with ths government,

The soul of this reign-—of-terror is the Secret Police, It was highly
developed in Tsarist Russia, and survived up to the February Revolution,

Under changing names, it rulss suprems, standing above the law, above the
courts, above the army, above the Party, responsible only to the topmost leader,
Its power has inereased with thé.ywarﬂp and 1t now psrforms even ecomomic taskss
administering forced labor camps and industrial projects, such as the atom power
plants and the White Sea Cansl,

Lenin was afraid of the rise of a new bursaucracy, but was unabls tu pre-
vent it, The ruls, that ths incoms of a civil servant should mot be higher
than that of a worker, has bescome obsolete, A new class aociety‘haa_sprung
up with a privileged aristocrasy comprissd of the officials of ths secred
polica, the single Party, ths government offices and the sconomic state snter-
prises, The old insignia and the slsvated position of army officers have
been restored, In the labor field the fight against "equalitarianism®, the
leveling of wages, led to establishmsnt of Qage schedules with high differsntials
between grades, The abolition of frse sducatiom in higher sducational insti-
tutions in 1940, favored the fanmatian‘of a uew olite class which replaces
the raling classes of the past,

This, of courss, is never admitted, It is maintainsd, rather, that ths
first step toward the new social order, sosialism, and the classless society,
have already been achiavod, No longer are cisss snemiss at homs blamsd for
all evils; instead, it is now the imtrigues of foreign capitalists, The glar-
ing contradiction to Marxisn doetrine is blamed om capitalist encirclement,
Stalin pretends to avt according to dlalestic materialism when stepping vp
state power to the utmost and supprsssing all forces of autonomous socisty,

42
in order to make the state wither away, There can hardly be a bether example
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12/ "The highest development of stats powsr is mraparation for the withering
away of state power = this is the Marxist formula, Is this contradiotory?
Yosg, it is 'contradictory', But this contradiction is vital and fully
reflects Marxist dialsctics,” Stalin's Address to the 18th Party Congreas,
1939 ¢ o o Engels had expectsd "that a new generation of fres and squal
producers might be in a position to disposa of the entire 'state rubbish?,?
(Preface to Marx's Civil Wex in Frange), Nobody could possibly contend
that Soviet producsrs ars on that way.
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of the misuss of dislsctics,

IV, Instead of the Right of the Worksr to the Full Yield of His Iabor -
Exploitation by Stats Slave-drivers

Marx called upon the workers of the world to fight for the full yield of
their labor. The struggle for freedom of association, for better wages and
hourg, for factory inspsction, for workers' factory committess and social
insurance was to Marx at once a means of political education for the laborers,
to prepare them for socialism, According to Marx, nobody could free ths
workers but thémaelv&ao He gave them an ideal to fight for and engendered their
confidence in ultimate success, Hs stressed the importance of spofitensous initi-
ative on the part of the workers; for thisz reason he welcomsd the founding of
consumers ' co«dperativeiiyy the Rochdals pionesrs in 1844y as a ray of light’
in a period of darknesa%

The subjugation of Soviet workers by the state apparatus was a long,
traglec process, On ths memorabls 7th Novembsr 1917, the Petrograd Soviet of
Workers and Peasant Deputiss, hawving overpowsrsd the Kerensky Govermment, pro-
claimed that "contrcl of the industry by the worksrs had been assursd®, In
the first years of the new reagims, the aspirations of the international labor
movenment were embodied in a series of progressive labor laws, which wers ine
cluded in the Codes of labver of 1918 and 1922, The Cods of 30 Decsmber 1922,
enacted during the New Economic Poliay pericd, has remained cn the statuis
book to the present day, despite the fact that many of its provisions have
been superseded or become inoperative, During the period of the Five-Year
Plans beginning in 1928, the enslavement of labor and its subjection to the
state bureaucracy was initiated,

Accumulation of capital was to bes achisved by extreme restriction of
consumption and gg.@xploitatian of labor, Bad invesiments, and the ever-

. growing administrative machine, absorbed an increasing portion of what to
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13/ Marx, Inaugural Address. To Lenin "co-operatives are miserabls palliative
measures of petty bourgecis character.” Soviet co-operatives were de-
prived of all autonomy and transformed into government retall stores,

1./ ©.80, Articls 36 and 37 on the free movement of workers and the ban on
deducting fines from wages,

N .
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Marxists is the '3urplus valus' of production, ILaber lost practically all ine
fluence on the dstermination of wage schedulss, which ars fixed by a ecentral
authority, All Soviet lahor law is predicated on the fiction that any conflict
between the workers and the manager—state hus ceased to exist, since the workers
themselves have becoms owners of all means of production, This, indeed, is an
absurd abuse of Marxian concepts, for the important point is not theoretical
ownership, but the right to control opsration of the means of production, As
everywhere else, so also in the Soviet Union, management, qua management,
gtrives for efficiency through greater productivity at lower costs, while

labor, qua labor, etrives for higher wages, better hours and working conditions,
Denial of this confliet beliss reality, The fiction is used as a pratsxt to
deprive labor of protection by the state and trade unions; while, in fact, a
buresucracy, on appoinﬁmanﬁ of which labor has no influsnce whatsosver, directs
everything according to the intefests of managemsnt.

The plece~work systém, which Marx designated as the form of wege most in
hermony with the capitalist mods of productian%éwas introduced throughout the
Soviet Union despits atrong trede union opposition in the 1920's, when the
unions still enjoyed some rigﬂt of criticism,’ Iater, multiple wages with
doubls or triple the normal pay for extra wnite of productlon, wers introduced,

Practically no minimum wage is gusranteed, After 1931 "@Qualitarianism", the
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15/ The proportion of management perscunel ie greater in the Soviet Union than
in the United States,

16/ "Piece-wages (are) . . . the most profitable source of reductions in wages
end capitalist chwating . . . Given the plece-wage, it is naturally the
personal interest of the worker to strain his labor powsr as intensely as
possible, This ensbles the capitalist t¢ reise more easily the normal
amount of intensity of labur. It is now the personal interest of the
laborer to lengthen ths working day, since by it his daily or weekly
wages rise , o » It follows that the plece-wags is the form of wage most
in harmony with the capitalist mode of productien," Capital, {(Kerr ed,)
Vol., I, p. 605,

11% is impossible to maintain that Soviet workers work for themselves,
and insist at the same time ou the place-waps system,” Manya Gordon,

Worksrg Before and Aftsr lenin, New York, 1941l.

17/ The Greet Soviet Fncyclopaedis, 1933, statess "The basic form of labor
in the USSR is piece-work wage, which provides control over msxpenditure

of labor and stimmlates the labor of the plece-worker , . "

o 8w
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leveling of wages, was denounced as Bpastty bourgeols nonsensewg and the differ-
entials between wage categoriss was incressed far beyond that in western
countries,

The plece-work system is intensified by the so-zalled Stakbanov movement,
In 1935, an "ordinary coal miner”, Stakhanov, was reported to have produced
10/ tons of coal in ome shift, fourteen times above the norm, The floodlight
of propagenda was at once turmed wpon him, In avery industry, "Stakhanovs®
were set to work under most favorable sonditions, and psrformed miracles of .
production, They served everywhers as pacs-satters for upgrading pisce-work
scales, The workers at first vehemently resisted this viclation of prole=
tarian solidarity, But they wera cruelly subdusd, Andrei Zhadnov deciaredy
"the Party will not shrink from any measures to sweep away all resistancs to
the victorious path of the Stakhanov mavsmsn{%%/;n the satellite countries,
counterparts of Stakhanov appsared with charactsristic natiomal names, @, Lo,
Pstrowski, in Poland; Henueckey, in East Germany .,

Soviet real wages 1ie below those even of the backward countfies outside
the iron curtain%;/&hey'are sven lowsr than during Tsarist times%é/;h@ living
standard of the later NEP pericd has mot sines been sttained,

Labor books (records of employment) wers introducsd in 1938 as a measure
to prevent labor turnwover, Thsy contain current records of the workers' em~
ployment, reasons for changs of pozitions, and pensltiss and rewards., They
must be submitted to the management, where they are rstained until the worker

23y
leaves his post, -

Trade unions were graduslly brought under complete control of the Party

apparatus, by means of Party cells within every unit, In 1937 and 1938, most

18/ J. V, Stalin, Problems of Leminism, 10th sd., p. 583,

For dates, ses Schwarz, S,, Iabor in the TSSR, pp. 146-152, 201=20/,
Pravda, November 13, 1935, |

See Schwarz, S.,, pp. 252-257,

See Manya Gordom, Workers Befors and After Lenin,

LEERE

Labor books were first introduced in France by Napoleon III, in 1851,

Other countries followsd, In 1890, thsy were abolished in France, as well

88 in most other countries, under pressure of the trade unions, Hitler
resurrected them in Germany in 1935, Recently they were introduced in Poland,
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of the old leadership which had fought against plece-work, labor books, and
the Stakhanov system were purged, The old trade union leader, Mikhael Tomskii,
was deposed, and afterward committed suicide, The'camposition of trade union
committees in factories and other establishments was changed seventy to eighty
per ceni, the Central Committes ninety-six per zent (Statement of Shvernik at
the 18th Party Congress in 1939), The enslavemsnt of labor was accomplished
during the years preceding World War II, A series of stringent laws were
enacted which still form the basis of presentedsy (1953) labor legislation,
They provide for freezing jobs, compulsory transfer of workers to other jobs
of locations, introduction of imternal passporte, increased power for factory
managers, large scale conscription of youth into the State Labor Reserves,

and prosecution by criminal cowrts of minor breaches in "labor discipline®,
They were emsrgency measures, but wers, in large measure, carried over into
peace=time conditions, Iarge scele recrultment of workers and conseription

of youth into State labor Reserves continue, Young psople sre not permitted
fo leave their jobs; they can be transferred ‘to other jobs and places with-
out regard to persongl prelfsrence, Trainses wear uniforms and must observe
military discipline and courtasyQ- Legving school without permission and

other minor violatiens of disciplins are prosecuted by the criminal courts,
(Decree of December 28, 1940)

Job freezing and compulscry transfer of specialists has been rstained,
as well as internal passports, Workers are Cinancially liable for damage
caused by them and theft of state property is punished by death.

Free education§ as guaranteed by Article 121 of the Stalin Constitution,

was not reinstated, Pupils in the higher grades of mecondary schools and at

24/ Among the violations presecuted in criminal courts are absence from work
without good cause and tardiness involving & loss of twenty minutes or
more of working time, if it occurs three times in the course of a week
or four times within two consecubive months, The penalty iz corrective
labor on the Job for & term up to slx months, with a reduction in pey
up to twenty-five per cent, The pemalty fer absentesism in defense
industries can be impriscnment up to eight years. (Dascrss of December
1941, vhich is still in force,) Judges may be penalized for not sen-
tencing violators of factory discipline, (Decree of June 26, 19.40)

25/ VWhen addressed by a superior, the trainee must stand at attention, (Ds-
cree of 15 March 1947, Section 7)
= 10 =
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university level must pey a tultion fee, not easily afforded by ordinary
workers, Those able to pey tuition are sxempt from labop draft,

The trade unions have retained but a nomiral right of Joint consultation
in fixing the total wags amount for the entire country, the so-callsd national
wage bill, and in treasking it down for particwlar industries, and bstween
various sections or plante,

The trade wnions no longsy act as pressure groups on the middle or lower
levels of labor, Collective agreements disappsared after 1933, Their outward
form was revived in 1947, but any bargaining cver the dictsted wagss is ex-
cluded, Trade unions are merely intermediary adwinistrative organs, whose
purpose is to interpret management policy to the rank and file of labor, to
‘press for higher norms, and to encourage the requirsd "voluntary® services.
The old term of trade unioms now connotes an agent of s slave-driver management,

The Damocles sword of bamishment to & forced labor camp by mere administra~
tive order hangs over gll workers, The ruthlsss exploitation, horrible conw
ditions, and exorbitant mertelity in those camps wers brought to light by the
United Nations investigation of 1952, which also rsvealed the exorbitant popu=
lation in these camps, Administersd by the Secrset Police, these camps form &
considerable portion of the Soviet labor foree = far in excess of pemal labor
.anywhere else, They are an essenbtisl part of Soviet econony, and follow the
Soviet flag into the so-called people’s democraciss,

Sporadic, even imposing, technicsl achievements, purchased at the prics
of so much human suffering, ean be Ql%ﬁﬁ@d only on the same plane as the
slave-built pyramids of ancient Egypt:

The Soviet worker is an mnequal and powsrless partrer im labor relation-
ships, He is confronted with the single employer-state which controls all
political and economie power, Freedom of sssociation and the right to strike,
freedom of movement and frsedom to choose his profession ~- all are denied
him, Conditions of labor are unilsterally dictated, His trads unions are
management organs, his living standards at a beggarly lsvel, He lives under

8 barrack-room discipline in constant fear of juil and forced labor camps ,

B--mmmmr.‘awﬂm-mh}@»—:aaenmﬂlumme:mmslwmmmmaﬂ&mﬁl

26/ On slave economies, see Marx, Capital (German Volkesausgabs, p., 453).
"State slavery does not becoms comminism, just because the slave drivers
call themselves Commmists® (Karl Keutsky)
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All this grows worse and worss, and there is no hope of betterment, That is the

fate of the toller in the land whers "socislism has besn victorious®,

V. Instead of Voluntary Peasant Co-opsratiwes - a Ney Serfdém

) Together with the industrial laborers, so also were the peasants subjugated
to the ?mreaucracy, The Bdlsheviks had been able to win over many peasants
temporarily at the time of the October Revolution, This was achieved by oute
bidding the other socialist parties in demanding immediste seizure of the

land, instead of by orderly transfer. During ths NEP period, the independent
farmers were able to defend thewsslves against exploitation by cutting their
deliveries of food, But at the time of the Five-Year Plans, thei£ power was
broken, Forced collectivization, administered with inconceivsble cruslty and
at a cost of millionsof lives, was finally infliected on the Russian peasant,

Marx had not passed over the Russian agrarian question, The Russian
gocialist,, Vera Zasulich, questioned him in Februsry 1881, as to whether he
thought 1t possible for the then existing village communities, the so-called
mir, to be transformed into socialist cOmPperativesg as demanded by the pro-
gram of the Soclalist-Revolutionary Party%zy;hrx answersd her guestion in
the introduction to the Russian translation of his "Communist Manifesto®,

He stated that this was possible only if s soeial revolution would take place
simultaneously in the industrialized countries? Both Marx, and later Engels,
had nothing but voluntery agrarian co-opsratives in mind, they visualized
autonomous spontaneous associations, not state farms controlled by centrally
appointed managers, The devastating criticism leveled by Marx against the
village communes of Tsarist Rugsia applies, werd for word, to the Stalin
kolkhoses, | .

The conditions resulting from forced collsctivization are rractically
tantemount to the old Russian serfdom, which was abolished in 1861, Once
more the peasant is tied to the soil, again he must perform servicss for the
overlordship, again he lives in ceassless fear of severs punishment9 again

he retains only a’minimnm portion of time for tending his own small plot of
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27/ Xarl Marx und Friedrich Engels Archiv, Moskau, Vol, I, pp, 263-286 (Russian)

28/ Published 1882,
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ground, The recent Ninsteenth Party Gongreés visualized full nationalization
of the rural co=operatives, This doubls-dealing with the peasants was repeated
in the misnamed Peoples' Democracies, In ordsr to win over the peasants, the
0ld landed estates were first parceled out in tiny farms, which could yield
8carcely enough for survival, Iater on, the peasants were put under pressure

to Join the collsctives,

VI, Instead of International Solidarity of Workers - Expansive Great-Russian
national Solids XD& L=nussiar
Imperialism

The Workers' International ié a creation of Marx, According to him, ag-

gressive policies of national states should be checked and world psace
guaranteed; at the same time; the influence and intereste of labor should be
promoted in‘all countries,

The International, the Comintern, founded by Lenin, aimed at tringing
about world revolﬁtion9 sinece it was considered the ngcessary condition for
survival of the Russian Revolution, Mors and more, the Comintern ceased to
be an association of equal partners and fell under the centralized direction
of Mogcow, Its chief objective was to weaken the International of the Socialist
Parties and their political amd sconomic orgenizations, and to wrest from them
the leadership of the working masses. The Comintern considered Socialist
Parties everywhere its main foe, rather than the capitalists, énd did not
shrink from allying itself with labor's worst enemiss, Thus, it made possible
the election of von Hindenburg in 1925 as pres&dan% of Germany, paving the way
for Hitler, Although the Commnist International never succesded in winning
over the bulk of Soéial—Democratie labor, it has weakened the lsbor movement

29/
in meny countries,

Lom LW NPV

The—Commmind Internationaluidentifies the interssts of the Soviet Unien
a8 "the Socialist Fatherland" with the interests of workers everywhere, and
makes the Communist Parties in individual countries mere agents of the Soviet
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, This office has more and mors followsd the lines

of o0ld Tsarist imperialism, employing the Communist doctrine of world revolution

29/ 1In perticular, in Italy before the selzure of power by Mussolini,
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39/
somevhat as Imperiel Russia at times used the comcept of Panslavism, But while

Tsarist imperialism had limitsd objectives, Soviet imperialism makes the dige
gruntled and discontented the world over serve its purposes, During its early
Yyearsa, Soviet‘Russia announced ite termination of the expansive colonial policy
of Imperial Russia, and solemly remounced all privileges and concsssions age
quired by the Tsars, But it was mot long befors the old policy, somstimes
cleverly camouflaged, was readopted,

Domestic conditions within ths Sovist Union meks an aggrsssive foreign
policy highly desirable, The inefficiency and waste of its uncontrollsd
bureaucratic economy necessitats the addition of ever new resoursss, and of
ever new countries to be drained of their proauce and exploited for ths bene-
fit of the Soviet Union°2 The sxpansive foreign policy determines the cheracter
of Soviet economy; its stress on armawent imstead of consumer goods forces
the whole outside world to vearm for galf-defanse,

The domestie ﬁali@y of the Soviel Uniom toward {ts national minorities
abandoned the original position of Marx and the Russian Revolution, which
fought sternly for the rights of the oppressed psoples of Russia, On the
surface, Soviet Russia still adherss to the semsntics of national autonomy,
granting minor concessions as to language, ewblems, and traditional customs,
Yet, there is no real constitutional guarantee for the automomy of the repub-

lies, oblaste, and raions of what is called the Soviet Federation, During

=s—u=a=mnm.;.:nm.;.c.,wmwmggamr.amu:xumm;um.;.nwmumummmu

30/ For use of the Panslavistic ides made by the Soviet Unifon during World
War II, see Hans Kohm, Panslavism, Its History snd Ideology, Notre
Dame (Ind,)

31/ Russian historians ars bidden to refrain from denouneing the rapscious
character of pre-Bolshevik expansion, but to emphasize Ite role as
promoter of civilization, a point of view never applied to British or
French ecolonization, The condsmpation by Marx and Engels of Tsarist
foreign policies was censored cut of the Soviet Marx editions., A number
of passages in articles and letters on Russia's policy was published by
Paul W, Blackstock and Bert F, Hoselitz: Kar] Merx and Friedrich Engels:
The Russian Menace to Eurcpe, New York, 1952,

32/ See Peter Meyer, "The Driving Force Behind Soviet Inperialism® in Com-
mentary, Vol. 13, No, 3, pp, 209-217, The article characterizes Soviet
expansion versus eapitalist expansion,

33/ Oblasts and raiens are administrative local subdivisions,
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the last war, five autonomous republics and oblasts were abolished by mere de-
cree, the people deportsd to undisclosed destinations, the languages eradicated,
the cities resettled and renamed, $ince The central govermment is incessantly
interfering with the uniom republicsthe secret police and the Party are
centralized, The Graat-Russian nationality ("Grsat-Russian® in contradistinction
to "Little-Russian®, or Ukrainian and "White-Russian®) was declared as ranking
first among equals of Russian raess, The Great-Russian language is obligatory
and natienal alphabets of non-Slavie minorities ars replaced by Russian-based
scripts, even when Latin-based seripts were alrwady in existence, Russian
patriotism is preached, Russian supsriority praised in every fisld, The former
respect for foreign achisvements is dscrisd as cosmopolitanism, How far this

is from Marx, the real cosmopolite

VII, ZInstead of Scientifis Thinking = Rigid Dogmatism

Marx was a free spirit, s erltical, original thinker, a demolisher of
traditional theories, He refused to substituts authority for reasoning, and
denounesd the influsncs of class interest on thaoretical‘thinking, He cceupiea
an important plaes in the history @f sconomise and soclology. No one = inelude
ing his 0pponants = can overlook the significancs of the sconomic and socisl
factor iﬁ human history. His respsct for facsts, his passionats sesrch for
truth, are beyond doubt,

It ie a tragic absurdity that his writings have becoms the object of dog=
matic interpretation in Soviet Russla, as though the sacrsd text of a revels-
tion, Marx, who had said of himsslf, "Me, I am not a Marxist", would have
hated nothing mors than a ssctarisan patrification of his ideas,

Yet, Soviet theorists havs completely abandoned the methods and spirit
of Marx, They would not opsnly disssnt from his basic opinionsy they ars
only permitted to interprst them, Ths power of the State supports the offi-

cial interpretation, and smy deviation from the latest approved version is

34/ Including Marxstadt in the former Autonomous Republic of ths Volgs Germans.
See Hans Kohn, abovs,

35/ "The Russian language (ranks as) the first world language of internationsal
significance ., , , Nobody can regard himself as educated in the full and
true sense of the word if he does not underatend Russien . , " David

Zeslavsky in Literaturflys Gagets, January 1, 1950,
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punishablg by loss of reputation, position, or even life, Partiinost (partisan-
ship) is defined as the duty of always bsing aware of all political consequences
of any theoretical statsment and of subordinating theory to polities, This
respongibility falls on every scholar, Abject fear stifles ereative thinking;
scholars are humiliated and foreed into the role of charlatans, ’An infallible
leader who is "always right™ and extollsd as "genius®y is suprems authority on
all conﬁgivable subjests of human Imowledgs, be it economies, bilology, history,
linguistics, or philesaphy, ’

Dialectics is employed as Juptifization for reducing all standards of
truth and sthics to relativity and for vindieation of the incessant shifts in
policy, The public is expected to believs the most absurd statements; appeals
to the emotions are substituted for clear thinking, Suggestibility is en-
hanced by unscrupulous use of all mass commindeation media, Fres discussion of
essential controversies is suppressed, Aivrtight ssnsorship prevents all posgi= ‘
bility of independent Judgment, The allsgedly fres working clasgs is denied
the first premise of self-goveruments acoess to the facts,

Publication of s definitive sdition of the writings of Kaxrl Marx, which
was commenced soon after the Revolution, was stoppsd at the start, After
publication of the first fi§e volumss, ths sditor, D, Ryazanov, was dismissed
in 1931, The publication ceased in 1935 end covera only the period prior to
1848, Afterwards, only "selsctad works” wers publishsd, Volumes of the
complete sdition were withdrawn from vlerculation, The voles from beyond is

feared,

VIiI. Instead of Human Rights - Tervor and Fraud
The ideals of the French Revelution - Liverty, Equality, Fraternity - were

36/ "No Marxian treatise of the Russian Revolution, the Russian Stats and
Russian Society was ever written and published under Bolshevism,”
Fritz Sternberg, Capitalism angd Socialism on Trial, Toronte, 1952,

37/ See Max Rubel, "Ist Karl Marx in Russland vwepfehmt?® (Is Karl Marx
Ostracized from Russia?) im Dle Zulanft, Vienna, 1950, pp. 330 ff. and
M, Rubel, "Le sort de l1'osuvre de Marx et Engsls en U.R,S.S." (The Fate
of the Works of Marx and Engels in USSR), in Lo Revus Socialiste, Paris,
April 1952,

T
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near to the heart of Marx, His sense of true humanitsrianism inspired his
struggle against oppression and explolitetion; it impalled him to decry the
crippling of human personality through faetory work and the division of laborg

and it prompted his demand for using technical progress to aid the individual

in the pursuilt of happiness,

In place of these ideals we find complete indifference to human suffer-
ing in Soviet Russia; ruthless vistimlzation of human lives and uncomsclonsble
lowering of living.eonditions; persecution of those poteﬁtially dangerous to
the regime yregerdless of the valldity of their guilt; wholesale uprooting and
genocide of ethnic and social groups, Fear is the base on which this state
is foundsd.

The pledge of human rights in the Stalin Constitution is worthless, since
it includes no provision for impl@ﬁén%ation, Thers is no equivalent to habsas
corpus, no Independent courts with safegusrds for the accussd ~ ounly a recruds-
scence of mediaeval practises of torture, Thers is mo public opinion; no
possibility for criticism, -

Soviet ruils is rale by lis, by fravdulsnt manipulation of semanties, Words
used for their suggestive effect, are wholly divested of their true meaning,
The Soviet rulers spsak of democracy, aubonomy, federation, where there is
mersly centralized abaolutlsm; of a Constitution, although it can be over-ridden
by simple decree; of rule of tha Soviets, although the Soviels are bub enpty
shells; of consumers' co-operatiwves, although this denotes mere government
retail shops; of trade unions, although this designateg agents for management;
of peace, while they threaten the whole world with aggression; of soclalism,
while extorting the last ounces of emergy from forced labor slaves; and they
celebrate Karl Morx in order to use him as sign-bosrd for s bureancratic aulo-

cracy, insatiable in its greed for power,
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